
How To Study the Bible
Topical Study: Hospitality 

Step 1:
Look up “Hospitality” in an exhaustive concordance.  Make sure that the 
concordance you are using matches the Bible translation we use.  

For this example I will be using http://www.blueletterbible.org, but the steps will be similar in a paper 
concordance.  

a. Type hospitality into the search box and choose your translation (note: the search is connected 
with Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance so in order to use this feature you must select either NASB 
or KJV)

b. Now you have your search results for every time “hospitality” occurs in your Bible.  Notice the 
tiny numbers next to the words; these will link you to more information on the word in the original 
language. If there is a different number next to the same word, it indicates that a different word 
was used in the original language.  Click on the number next to “hospitality” found in Romans 
12:13.  
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c. You now have a plethora of information about the Greek word “hospitality” including where else 
this specific word is used, definitions and etymology.  This gives you a basic understanding of the 
topic you are studying.   Be sure to read the sections of scripture that contain this word to gain a 
contextual understanding of the meaning.  

Step Two: 
Use a topical Bible to explore the subject further.  A topical Bible will contain 
scripture references to the subject you are studying that may not necessarily contain 
the word you are looking up and therefore won’t come up in a concordance search.  

I will be using http://www.naves-topical-bible.com the book form is Nave’s Topical Bible.  

a. This site is alphabetically searchable, so click on “H” and then find “hospitality” and click to find 
the entry.  Read about all the instances of hospitality listed to gain new insight into the subject.  
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b. You will notice toward the bottom of the entry, several related topics are listed.  These would be 
great to read up on as well and may help you with your understanding of the topic.  

Step 3: 
At this point it is a great idea to get an idea of how your topic was understood in the 
culture of the day.  A good way to do this is to look in a Bible Encyclopedia or Bible 
Dictionary.  

For this example I will use http://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/ , the text equivalent is the 
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  

*This site is also alphabetically searchable.  Locate your topic and click on it.  You will be provided with a 
ton of information relative to your topic.  Other related topics will be listed.  Once you have read this 
information it would be good to go back and read some of the instances of “hospitality” and see how the 
cultural information you learned might help you better understand the accounts in scripture.  
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