How To Study the Bible
Topical Study: Hospitality
Step 1:
Look up “Hospitality” in an exhaustive concordance. Make sure that the
concordance you are using matches the Bible translation we use.

For this example I will be using http://www.blueletterbible.org, but the steps will be similar in a paper
concordance.

a. Type hospitality into the search box and choose your translation (note: the search is connected
with Strong s Exhaustive Concordance so in order to use this feature you must select either NASB

The BLB. Used worldwide. ' - -

s2118 w..;..u

Help keep us ad-free. Hwhlv

NN Search the Bible
agnified Your \ \
BT 006 il v

Range Options

Bible / Dictionary Search
Search the BLB

(help) (abbreviations) (drop list) Version
| s~
{Examples: John 3:16 , or Jesus faith love , o "God of my salvation”) Search Options
Show/Hide Advanced Options
’
— — —
TN N ot 205 o more it et [T

MyBLB:

New Items = My Preferred Bible

Today's Items:

= Day by Day by Grace
Daity Promise

Bible Reading
Morning & Evening

Q: Who runs the
http:/'/'www.bJueleﬁerblble‘urg«'bn::ks!urer’mdex.cfm?bﬂ r Bib Ie Website?

Devotion

b. Now you have your search results for every time “hospitality” occurs in your Bible. Notice the
tiny numbers next to the words; these will link you to more information on the word in the original
language. If there is a different number next to the same word, it indicates that a different word
was used in the original language. Click on the number next to “hospitality” found in Romans
12:13.
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¢.  You now have a plethora of information about the Greek word “hospitality” including where else
this specific word is used, definitions and etymology. This gives you a basic understanding of the
topic you are studying. Be sure to read the sections of scripture that contain this word to gain a

_ contextual understanding
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Step Two:

Use a topical Bible to explore the subject further. A topical Bible will contain
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scripture references to the subject you are studying that may not necessarily contain
the word you are looking up and therefore won’t come up in a concordance search.

I will be using http://www.naves-topical-bible.com the book form is Naves Topical Bible.

a. This site is alphabetically searchable, so click on “H” and then find “hospitality” and click to find
the entry. Read about all the instances of hospitality listed to gain new insight into the subject.
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HOSPITALITY

Previous topic: HOSHEA Next topic: HOSTAGE
See also Torrey's Topics on Hospitality.

General scriptures concerning

in the land of Egypt.
seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.
Leviticus 19:10 And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every

grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: | am the LORD
your God.

God.

your own country: for | am the LORD your God.

ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.

Exodus 22:21 Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye were strangers

Exodus 23:9 Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger: for ye know the heart of a stranger,

Leviticus 19:33-34 And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him.
But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou
shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your

Leviticus 24:22 Ye shall have one manner of law, as well for the stranger, as for one of

Deuteronomy 10:18-19 He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and
loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. Love ye therefore the stranger: for
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Deuteronomy 26:12-13 When thou hast made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine

increase the third year, which is the year of tithing, and hast given it unto the Levite, the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow, that they may eat within thy gates, and be filled; Then thou shalt say before the LORD
thy God, | have brought away the hallowed things out of mine house, and also have given them unto the Levite,
and unto the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all thy commandments which thou hast
commanded me: | have not transgressed thy commandments, neither have | forgotten them:
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b. You will notice toward the bottom of the entry, several related topics are listed. These would be
great to read up on as well and may help you with your understanding of the topic.

thou shalt do well: Because that for his name’s sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. We therefore B
ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.

See GUEST
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INSTANCES OF =
Pharaoh to Abraham

Genesis 12:16 And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he
asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels.

Melchizedek to Abraham

Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest
of the most high God.

Abraham to the angels

Genesis 18:1-8 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent
door in the heat of the day; And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and
when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,
And said, My Lord, if now | have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, | pray thee, from thy
servant: Let a little water, | pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the
tree: And | will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for
therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. ...

Step 3:

At this point it is a great idea to get an idea of how your topic was understood in the
culture of the day. A good way to do this is to look in a Bible Encyclopedia or Bible
Dictionary.

For this example I will use http://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/ , the text equivalent is the
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.

*This site is also alphabetically searchable. Locate your topic and click on it. You will be provided with a
ton of information relative to your topic. Other related topics will be listed. Once you have read this
information it would be good to go back and read some of the instances of “hospitality” and see how the
cultural information you learned might help you better understand the accounts in scripture.
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Encyclopedias ) International Standard Bible Encyclopedia J Hospitalty, Host

hos-pi-tal'-i-ti, host (philoxenia, "love of strangers." xenos, "guest," "friend"; pandocheus,
"innkeeper"):

1. Among Nomads:

When the civilization of a people has advanced so far that some traveling has become necessary,
but not yet so far that traveling by individuals is a usual thing, then hospitality is a virtue
indispensable to the life of the people. This stage of culture was that represented in ancient
Palestine and the stage whose customs are still preserved among the present-day Arabs of the
desert. Hospitality is regarded as a right by the traveler, to whom it never occurs to thank his host
as if for a favor. And hospitality is granted as a duty by the host, who himself may very soon be
dependent on some one else's hospitality. But none the less, both in Old Testament times and
today, the granting of that right is surrounded by an etiquette that has made Arabian hospitality so
justly celebrated. The traveler is made the literal master of the house during his stay; his host will
perform for him the most servile offices, and will not even sit in his presence without express
request. To the use of the guest is given over all that his host possesses, stopping not even short
of the honor of wife or daughter. " *Be we not all,' say the poor nomads, "guests of Ullah? Has God
given unto them, God's guest shall partake with them thereof:

if they will not for God render his own, it should not go well with them' " (Doughty, Arabia Deserta, |,
228). The host is in duty bound to defend his guest against all comers and to lay aside any
personal hatred--the murderer of father is safe as the guest of the son

2. In the OId Testament:

An exquisite example of the etiquette of hospitality is found in Genesis 18:1-8. The very fact that
the three strangers have passed by Abraham's door gives him the privilege of entertaining them
When he sees them approaching he runs to beg the honor of their turning in to him, with oriental
courtesy depreciates the feast that he is about to lay before them as "a morsel of bread,” and
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