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Mary Rose and Me 
Mark 10:14 

"Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder 

them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 
Article 1 –February 2015 

By: Gwendolyn Schnell 

 

s she walked into the class room, I welcomed 

Mary Rose, (age 8) with a smiling face saying 

how happy I was to have her in Bible class. 

She smiled and surveyed the territory. Mary Rose 

saw several vivid pictures on the wall having to do 

with past Bible lessons, a map with stars highlighting 

various places, students names listed with colorful 

paper, a large open Bible waiting to be read, names 

and faces of Bible people hanging from the ceiling, a 

Bible time line with many words and pictures, a “word bird” pocket poster containing slips 

of brightly colored paper with different Bible words on them, an attendance board, a Bible 

verse chart, a basket with many cards to sign and send out to others, several blocks piled 

up in the corner with words on them, and a table ready for early arrivers such as herself.  

After giving Mary Rose a special name tag, I invited her over 

to the “early bird” table and helped her get acquainted with 

some of the other children. They were all working on a puzzle 

with nice sized pieces that were easy to hold. Everyone had 

their ideas as to what the puzzle was going to be. Once they 

put it together it would help them know who the Bible lesson 

was going to be about. One of the pieces included a Bible 

reference. Whoever had that piece looked up the reference 

and after the puzzle was finished they could read it to the 

class. Today they would be learning about the tower of Babel! 

As I gave my pointer to one of the students. Mary Rose eagerly watched to see what was 

going to happen next. 

Time line travel! This is where we locate and find when our lesson took place. Was it 

before or after the flood? What age was it in? (Patriarchal, Mosaic, or Christian) Who 

lived around the time of our lesson? After a little discussion we added a card to our time 

line travel suit case for later review.  

During the Bible lesson Mary Rose loved all the colorful visual aids that helped her learn 

how important it is to obey God.  

Using the blocks with words she and all the other children worked hard to build the tower 

by putting the words of the Bible verse in the right order.  

Mary Rose liked her Bible class. She thought to herself how glad she was to have come and 

how she was looking forward to attending next week.  
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Greetings!  

To my Sister Bible class teachers! 

I come to you with a full heart looking forward to sharing some things from my Bible class 

closet that have spilled over onto the walls, floor, and ceiling of my class room!  

 

Join Mary Rose and Me each month as we explore some things of what she sees, experiences and 

learns in Bible class, after which one specific visual aid will be featured, its use explained, where 

to purchase, or how make one of your own! 

I am a believer that Bible visual aids need to be more than just a creative work of art. They need 

to teach and recall the mind to Bible. 

The Bible Time Line was one of the visual aids Mary Rose enjoyed. Me? I have always loved 

using a time line of some sort to relate the order of the Bible, (its people and events as to what 

came first, and in what time the lesson takes place) to my students. I also like reaching back to 

show what has been promised and then fulfilled. You can also use a time line to locate and find a 

person, place or thing in which have studied about by asking certain questions to rule out 

sections of the time line zoning in on what or whom you are trying to locate. I find it to be a very 

useful interactive tool for Bible classes from second grade and above. 

 

If you are not familiar with it already, let me introduce you to The Illustrated Bible Time Line.  
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Here is an example of how I am currently using this time line with grades 4-6. To make this you 

should use 6-9 regular sized poster boards. You may choose to laminate the posters and the time 

line. Tape the posters together with clear box tape and then use the box tape to mount the time 

line onto the poster boards. It will be secure, portable and less susceptible to damage. I chose not 

laminate and used Elmer’s glue to mount the time line itself to the poster and then stapled the 

whole thing to the wall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Something I found very useful was to type and print off words, phrases, and scripture. Cut them 

apart and add them to the time line supporting some if the different information within the time 

line itself. I am including an attachment that will allow you to print off information to use on 

your own time line. 

The attachment includes the following plus a little more.  

 The books of the Bible 

 Dispensations of Time/Age,  

o Patriarchal, Genesis – Exodus 18 

o Mosaic, Exodus 19 – Acts 1 

o Christian, Acts 2 - Revelation 

 3 Promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob  

 Names of the 12 patriarchs/sons of Jacob, etc. 

 

I love everything about this time line! It is easy to see and read. The Bible people have smiles 

and frowns to show if they were faithful or not.  
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The very beginning of this time line refers to Ephesians 1:3-4  

(Before the beginning of time God had a plan!) 

Ephesians 1:3-4 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. NASU 

 

Crystal Hunter is the author of The Illustrated Bible Timeline and is a member of the church and 

works with the Livingston Ave Church of Christ in Lutz, Florida. 

Louise Hunter is the illustrator and has done beautiful work.  

If you are interested in obtaining this time line for your own class room use please see the 

information below. 

 The Illustrated Bible Time Line may be purchased at these places on line. 

 $22.46 www.chulavistabooks.com/ 

 $24.95 http://www.ceibooks.com/ 

 $24.95 Religious Supply Center Louisville KY – 1-800-626-5348 

 

n closing I would like to tell you a little about Mary Rose and Me. 

A few years ago I attended my first Make and Take visual aids Chalking Session at Polishing 

the Pulpit which is a family lectureship in Sevierville Tennessee. Many penciled poster size 

visual aids were provided for us to choose from. Any one of them would have been a wonderful 

asset to a Bible lesson but when my eyes met hers I knew she was going to have a very special 

place in my Bible class closet. Having been completed and topped with laminate I picked her up 

rosy cheeks and all. As I walked down the hall I came across a sweet mother with 4 stair stepped 

little men (the youngest in a stroller) all dressed in black pants and vests, white shirts, red ties 

and caps. I couldn’t help but stop to meet them all. As our conversation went on I showed them 

the little girl I made and explained she didn’t have a name and asked if they could help me name 

her. As they thought I could see the oldest young man (around age 7) really thinking and finally 

said, “Mary Rose.” So she has been known as Mary Rose from then on!  

 

Me? Well, unlike Mary Rose, I am still a work in progress.  

I have been married to my wonderful, supportive husband Dan for 36 years. We were born and 

raised in the lower peninsula of Michigan. Dan grew up in Saginaw and I grew up in the small 

country town of Burt. We met and married at the Center Rd. Church of Christ in Saginaw 

Michigan. Dan graduated from the Bristol Road School of Biblical Studies (2 year preaching 

school) in Flint Michigan 1978. We have been working with the Owasso church of Christ in 

Owasso Oklahoma for 20 years. We have 3 faithful children (two sons and one daughter) who 

are married and have Christian spouses. Our daughter and her husband have made us 

grandparents twice now. Jonathan is 12 yrs. old and Matthew is 8 yrs. Old. I have had experience 

in teaching children’s Bible classes from cradle roll – 6
th

 grade for over 30 years I have also had 

the pleasure of opening the Word with teen and adult ladies classes. I love to teach and continue 

to grow with my students. My favorite class is 4-6
th

 grade.  

Come Fill Your Cup has enabled me to open the door of my Bible class closet to you. It is my 

prayer that you find encouragement and inspiration as Bible teachers to lavish upon your 

students visual aids that help them to learn and recall Bible truths. 2 Peter 1:12-15, Jeremiah 

20:9. Nothing goes together better than the Bible, children and visual aids. They are my passion. 
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http://www.chulavistabooks.com/
http://www.ceibooks.com/

