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Song of Solomon 

Lesson 12: Happily Ever After 

 
Before You Begin: 

Think back over the text, and consider how 

active Shulammith has been regarding their sexual 

relationship. While Solomon has been very 

attentive and romantic, the majority of blatant 

requests to make love have come from 

Shulammith. In fact, as we will soon see, the 

entire book ends with the Shulammite asking 

Solomon to make love to her. Does this surprise 

you?  

What can you learn from Shulammith 

regarding sexual intimacy in your own 

marriage? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Throughout the Song of Songs, we have seen 

Solomon and Shulammith’s courtship, wedding, 

and the early years of their marriage. We have 

seen them rejoice in each other and their love, 

and make careless mistakes that pushed each 

other away. We have seen them reconcile and 

make time for each other, and return all the 

stronger for their struggles. At this point, 

Shulammith’s brothers are taking us back to the 

very beginning. By doing so they lay the 

foundation of the entire relationship. What made 

their marriage so successful? How were they able 

to work through their problems? In his wisdom, 

God has provided these answers for us, and more!  

  

Read 8:8-9 

Many translations attribute this section to 

“others,” however the context makes it clear that 

the speakers are actually Shulammith’s brothers 

(see 1:6). Her brothers are remembering back to a 

time when they were watching their sister grow 

and mature. They felt a great sense of 

responsibility for her, and a strong desire to 

protect her and her purity. Even before she began 

to develop as a woman, her brothers were 

considering how to help her remain pure. They 

are saying that if she is a wall, meaning if she is 

guarding her purity and not easily seduced by 

men, they will praise her for her strength and 

purity on the day of her wedding. However, if she 

is a door (meaning one inclined to chasing after 

the fellas) they will build a wall around her 

themselves and lock her away.  

Think About it:  

Do we see the purity of our children as a 

family affair today, or do we largely leave 

them to their own devices, assured that we 

have encouraged them to remain sexually 

pure? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

How can we better “build a wall” around our 

children to guide them in remaining pure? 

What are your thoughts on things such as: 

Teaching them to maintain a pure heart from 
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an early age, chaperoning rather than 

allowing alone time with the opposite sex, 

filters on devices, etc… 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

In this text, it is clear that a woman who was 

easily seduced, or distracted by men, was frowned 

upon at this time. Yet we seem to praise our 

young people when they are “popular” with the 

opposite sex.  

Do you believe this has attributed to the large 

number of children raised in the church who 

are becoming sexually active? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

How can we, as congregations, better address 

this? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Read 8:10-12 

Here the Shulammite responds to her 

brothers’ words. Throughout this entire section, 

she is thanking them and acknowledging the care 

they took of her. She’s reminding them that their 

concerns were unfounded, because even as she 

developed a womanly figure she remained a wall, 

closed until her love was awakened by her 

husband. It has appeared throughout the entire 

text that Shulammith’s family was working one of 

Solomon’s vineyards, which is how they met. 

Here the Shulammite is drawing a comparison 

with the actual vineyard that they worked and 

herself. She is saying that both were cultivated and 

protected for Solomon. That she is fully his now, 

yet her brothers still deserve praise and 

appreciation for all they have done for them both 

in helping her to remain pure.  

Read 8:13-14 

Shulammith has been contemplating all of this 

while out in the peace of a garden. She clearly 

loves her family, and leaving them behind has 

been a struggle for her throughout the entire text. 

She’s remembering all that her brothers did for 

her, and imaging that they miss her and would 

love to see her (hear her voice) again. Solomon 

understands what is on her heart and mind and 

reminds her that, even after everything, he still 

longs for the simple pleasure of hearing her voice. 

This beautiful book ends in perfect fashion, as 

Shulammith responds to her love by asking him 

to make haste, to come to the mountain of spices, 

and make love to her.  

We have now had an up-close and personal 

look into the intimate details of Solomon and 

Shulammith’s marriage. It is not a perfect Disney 

fairy tale, but rather a true and honest glimpse 

into what it takes to make life work with another 

imperfect human being. So how were they able to 

find their happily ever after? I believe that there 

are a few basic principles that this couple held to, 

which allowed them to have a fairy tale marriage 

in even when faced with the difficulties of life.  

1. While God is not specifically mentioned 

anywhere in the text, I believe that 

Solomon and Shulammith based their 

marriage on godly principles. This is 

evidenced by the emphasis given to sexual 

purity and the sacrificial, selfless love 
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demonstrated by both throughout their 

marriage. They embodied Philippians 2:3, 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourself.” They did not 

seek their own in their relationship, but 

rather they were each focused on meeting 

the needs of the other. If you’ll remember, 

the one time they failed to do this (when 

Solomon came to her late at night and she 

ignored him) it did not bode well for their 

relationship. Yet in focusing on each 

other, they were able to quickly rectify the 

rift between them and emerge with their 

relationship stronger than before. 

  

2. They had a deep awareness of their own 

needs and struggles, and how they 

interwove with the needs/struggles of 

their spouse. From the very beginning 

both acknowledged that leaving her 

country home and entering court life 

would be difficult for Shulammith. 

Throughout the book we see Shulammith 

remaining aware of this and refocusing on 

Solomon when that inner conflict would 

arise, however we also see Solomon being 

consistently considerate of Shulammith’s 

struggle by trying to make her as 

comfortable as possible at the palace and 

frequently taking her home to visit. 

Oftentimes in marriage, without realizing 

it we “kick” each other. What I mean is 

this: my husband does not meet an 

expectation I have of him (even if I’ve 

never verbalized this expectation to him) 

so I feel unloved. I say, “If you loved 

me…” which triggers his fear of being a 

bad husband causing him to be upset and 

withdraw from me emotionally. This once 

again triggers my fear of being unloved, 

and so on. Before we know it, we have 

entered a destructive cycle of triggering 

each other’s deepest fears and insecurities. 

Solomon and Shulammith were able to 

avoid this by being open and honest about 

how they felt and why, and then putting 

out intentional effort to avoid hurtful 

words/actions and by intentionally 

building up/encouraging their spouse in 

the areas in which they struggled the most.  

 

3. They had active communication. While 

this is primarily a book about sexual love, 

pause and consider how much verbal 

communication took place throughout the 

book. Solomon and Shulammith are both 

constantly talking about their feelings, 

their love for each other, their concerns 

and their struggles. Oftentimes in 

marriage, we bottle things or shove them 

down, rather than talking and working 

through them when they first arise. Due 

to their open communication Solomon 

and Shulammith were able to get straight 

to the heart of their issues, rather than 

spinning their wheels endlessly trying to 

figure out what the problem was. 

Unfortunately, we have several 

generations of men who are being raised 

that “real men don’t talk about their 

feelings.” At the same time, we have 

generations of passive-aggressive women 

who nag, belittle, and insult their 

husbands to the extent that it is no longer 

emotionally safe to speak openly about 

their emotions even if they wanted to. 

Open and sincere communication is a 
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must for a marriage to make it “Happily 

Ever After.” (More on this in the next 

lesson.) 

 

4. They regularly enjoyed true sexual 

intimacy. When they made love, it was 

much more than a physical interaction. 

They regularly included eye contact, 

romance, and verbal praise in their love-

making. With this level of mental and 

emotional intimacy, their sexual intimacy 

was able to reach a level that we often 

neglect in our hustle and bustle lives. It is 

easy for sex to become a habitual act to 

“get through” rather than the true sexual 

intimacy God intended. We, as both 

husbands and wives, need to slow down 

and truly enjoy and appreciate the 

beautiful gift God has given us in the 

sexual relationship.  

 

 

5. They both made their marriage a priority. 

Throughout the entire book, Solomon 

and Shulammith pursued each other 

emotionally, romantically and sexually. 

They longed to converse with each other. 

They were attuned to and focused on each 

other’s needs. Solomon was attentive to 

romancing his wife, creating romantic 

environments and showering her with 

praise and admiration, while Shulammith 

was active and creative in pursuing him 

sexually. They also regularly made time to 

go away together. To escape from the 

demands and chaos of every day life, and 

spend time focusing on each other and 

their relationship. In today’s society, it is 

not uncommon for couples to divorce 

after 30+ years of marriage. Why is this? 

They are so distracted with their children 

and careers that by the time the kids leave 

home, they don’t know each other any 

more. Our children will be in our homes 

for 18 years (give or take) but our 

husband will be with us until death parts 

us. We must put out the effort to make 

our marriage a priority, and to make sure 

those around us know that our marriage is 

a priority. (Along these lines, actions do 

speak louder than words! It does us no 

good to say that our marriage is a priority, 

if our time and effort are consistently 

focused on other areas!) 

 

The question then becomes, what about us? 

Are we actively incorporating these five areas 

into our marriage? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

What areas is our marriage strong in? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

What areas do we need to work on? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

As individuals in the marriage where are our 

strengths and weaknesses? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 
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Through his infinite wisdom, God has 

provided us this detailed look into what he desires 

for our marriage. It is our job to actively conform 

our marriage to this example, so that we might 

glorify God through the most important 

relationship we have on this earth. 

Take Action: 

Take time this week to sit down and honestly 

discuss your marriage with your husband.  

How do you each feel you are doing in these 

five areas? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Do you both believe that you are truly 

glorifying God in your marriage, or are there 

improvements that need to be made? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Pray together for your marriage, that God will 

guide and strengthen you as individuals, and as a 

couple, as you strive to make your marriage all 

that he would have it be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


