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Song of Solomon 

Lesson 9: Together Again 

 
Before You Begin: 

Think about a time when you and your 

husband have had a falling out. What was the 

reconciliation like? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Was it all at once, or was there some residual 

hurt and frustration for a while? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Were you able to give and receive an apology 

and move on, or did one of you feel that more 

needed to be done before your relationship 

could get fully back on track? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

In our last lesson, the Daughters of Jerusalem 

(or chorus) helped Shulammith re-direct her 

thoughts. Rather than focusing on her hurt, fear 

and frustration, they guided her towards focusing 

on how desirable her husband is. This change in 

perception helped the Shulammite woman 

overcome her doubts, fears and hurts, and be 

ready to reconcile with her love. 

Read 6:1-3 

Shulammith’s detailed description of her 

husband has definitely sparked the interest of the 

other women. They basically respond by flattering 

her and saying, “Pretty lady, we will help you find 

your beloved!” The implication is that after such a 

description, they want a glimpse of this amazing 

man! 

The Shulammite woman’s response is 

priceless. She basically says, “Yes! Be jealous! He 

is all mine!” (Garrett 1993). She uses the same 

metaphorical language we have seen throughout 

the text to tell them in no uncertain terms that she 

is his, and he is hers, in every possible sense 

(Garrett 1993). While we all know that jealousy in 

sinful, a certain amount of possessiveness when it 

comes to our husbands is not a bad thing. We 

should be proud of “our man,” and there is 

wrong with letting others know when the 

occasion calls for it. I have actually heard women 

begin to point out their husband’s flaws when he 

is complimented by other women. There is 

nothing wrong with saying, “Yes, he is wonderful, 

I’m so thankful God blessed me with him!”  

Think About It: 

Oftentimes as Christian women, we 

inadvertently communicate that we must 

downplay any compliments we receive in order to 

not be prideful. While we should certainly not go 

around bragging on ourselves, there is nothing 

wrong with saying, “Thank you, God has blessed 

me,” when receiving a compliment. This should 

be the case with our husbands and children as 

well.  
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When someone makes a comment about your 

husband doing something well, do you find 

yourself responding with a comment such as, 

“Yes, but he sure has a temper too!”? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Read 6:4-10 

With loving thoughts flowing through her 

mind, Shulammith is finally reunited with her 

love. It seems as though Solomon is eager to 

reconcile with her, and make up for his own part 

in their falling out. He immediately begins 

praising her, reaffirming his love and dedication 

to her. To help us understand the imagery he 

uses, we will break it down verse-by-verse: 

• Verse 4: Tirzah was an ancient city 

known for its beauty and gardens (Petrillo 

2016). The word “army” is not found in 

the Hebrew, the idea of this comparison 

seems to be that inspires the awe and 

majesty of many flowing royal banners 

(Petrillo 2016). 

 

• Verse 5: Her eyes are so enticing that he 

feels he is being held captive in her gaze, 

such is her power over him. Also in this 

verse we see the first of many repetitions 

of his earlier praise (4:1). The idea is that 

over time, now that he knows her as 

intimately as possible, she has not 

diminished in his eyes at all. His love for 

her is as strong now as on the day they 

were married (Garrett 1993).  

 

• Verses 6-7: A repeat of 4:2-3. 

• Verse 8: Solomon’s mention of queens, 

concubines and virgins (or maidens) 

should not be assumed to be a direct 

comparison. As with everything else in 

this context, Solomon is making a 

metaphorical comparison. He is saying 

that out of every queen, concubine, or 

maiden, she is the most lovely.  

 

• Verse 9: The reference to queens and 

concubines ties back to verse 8. Even 

those of royalty acknowledge her beauty. 

When she is described as the only one of 

her mother, we know that this is not a 

reference to her being an only child due to 

the mention of her brothers in 1:6. 

Solomon is simply stating that she is the 

favorite, beyond compare. 

 

• Verse 10: There is some disagreement 

regarding who is speaking in verse 10. 

Some maintain that it is still Solomon, 

however it makes sense that this is the 

response of the Daughters of Jerusalem. 

Much as they asked Shulammith about her 

beloved, they are now asking Solomon, 

“Who is this glorious woman?” Solomon’s 

response is a repeat of 6:4, and most likely 

has the same meaning (Petrillo 2016). 
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Read 6:11-12 

Verse 12 is the single most debated verse in 

the entire book. However, we must remember 

that Shulammith has had two primary struggles 

throughout the text: #1 Her fears about 

Solomon’s job keeping him away from her, #2 

Her insecurities regarding leaving her home and 

fitting in at Solomon’s royal court. When looking 

at the entire context of all that has happened, it 

appears that in verse 11 Shulammith has stepped 

into an orchard to “catch her breath” from all that 

has happened. While she is in the orchard, she 

realizes that she must leave her old life behind, 

and “leave and cleave” (Genesis 2:24). Everything 

has happened very quickly for her, yet she realizes 

that it is time to take her place among Solomon’s 

chariots and return home with him.  

Think About It:  

For Shulammith, leaving and cleaving literally 

meant leaving behind everything and everyone 

she had ever known. She could not simply hop in 

the car and drive 20 minutes to see her family, she 

couldn’t follow them on Facebook, and she 

certainly couldn’t Facetime them in the evenings. 

Yet she has accepted that making her marriage 

work will mean focusing on her husband first and 

foremost.  

What impact do you think modern technology 

has had on leaving and cleaving when we 

marry? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

 

How would you help a young bride 

understand the concept of biblically leaving 

and cleaving? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Take Action: 

This week, make the time to have an open 

and honest conversation with your husband 

regarding the idea of leaving and cleaving. Do 

you each feel you have done this 

appropriately? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

How do you feel about your current balance 

between caring for your parents and focusing 

on your marriage? Are there changes that 

need to be made? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 
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